Frequently Asked Questions – Ultimate Gifts
Q1: How do I choose an estate planning attorney?
A1: Finding the right estate planning attorney can feel
overwhelming — but don’t let that get in the way of
finalizing one of the most important documents you’ll ever
create.
There are five considerations that may help you identify a
planner that’s right for you:
1.

Values. Choose someone who understands your goals and values. If
stewardship or charitable giving is part of your intent, find a planner that will
support those decisions.

2.

Expertise. The right attorney is experienced in estate planning — a significant
portion of their practice should be dedicated toward helping people write wills
and trusts. Your estate planning attorney should be able to counsel you on the
complex issues unique to your goals and situation.

3.

Personal Connection. Find someone with whom you can envision working. Do
they listen to you, or do they talk over you? Are they affirming or
condescending in the way they treat you? You’ll want a lawyer who makes the
planning process as pleasant and painless as possible

4.

Location. You may be able to converse with your attorney by phone or email
between visits. Even so, you’ll likely have to meet in person at least once for
your initial conversation and later for the official signing of your will or trust.
Consider the proximity of your potential lawyers to your home.

5.

Cost. Ultimately, the expense of your will or trust is more related to the
complexities of your plan than the person putting it together. Still, there is
some variance in estate planning expenses among different law offices. A
potential attorney should be able to give you a ballpark estimate of the fees you
can expect, based on your initial conversation.
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Need more help determining where to start? Visit www.MultiplicationNetwork.org or
email MultiplicationNetwork@gmail.com to receive your free copy of “The Roadmap to
Your Completed Will.”
Q2: How can I give to multiple ministries in my will?
A2: One easy way to accomplish this is by giving through our trusted partner, Barnabas
Foundation. Once you’ve designated Barnabas Foundation as the beneficiary in your
legal documents, you can then tell them how funds should be distributed to
Multiplication Network Ministries and the other ministries close to your heart. What’s
more, you can easily update your designation form with Barnabas Foundation at any
time, without all of the costs and hassles of having to modify your will.
Through Multiplication Network Ministries’ partnership with Barnabas Foundation, you
also have complimentary access to trusted planning support from a Christian
perspective. To learn more, call Steve Chittenden at 425-238-9018 or email
stevechittenden@comcast.net.
Q3: How much should I leave to my children and to charity in my will?
A3: One helpful tool many families use in this important decision is adding “a child
named Charity” to their will or trust. For example, if a couple had four children, each of
the children would receive 1/5 of their estate. The remaining 1/5 would go toward their
“child named charity.” In other words, 20 percent of their belongings will be gifted to
their favorite charitable causes. This process ensures that families not only care for the
long-term needs of their loved ones, it also provides funding for Kingdom causes that are
close to their heart — well beyond their lifetimes.
“A child named charity” is just one of several ways that families choose to give to
Multiplication Network Ministries through their wills. What’s the right giving method for
you? Visit www.MultiplicationNetwork.org or email MultiplicationNetwork@gmail.com
to request your free copy of “Leaving a Legacy: 3 Ways to Support Multiplication
Network Ministries in Your Will” for helpful ideas on how to incorporate charitable
giving into your estate plan.
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Q4: It’s been a while since I created my will. Do I need to update it?
A4: People commonly update their wills at important life occasions, such as having a
child or losing a loved one. But there are other subtle transitions that have implications
on your estate plans:
1. Family. Have you or your children recently married, remarried or divorced? Have
you gained family members through birth, adoption or marriage?
2. Charitable Relationships. Have you become more involved in your church or a
particular ministry?
3. Time. Has it been more than three years since you last reviewed your will?
These and other life transitions warrant a close review of your plans.
Is it time to review your will? Visit www.MultiplicationNetwork.org or email
MultiplicationNetwork@gmail.com to receive your free copy of “7 Reasons to Review
Your Will.”
Q5: Should I have my will updated if it doesn’t mention digital assets?
A5: As more and more of our world relies on technology, you may find that important
assets are digital. If your will doesn’t mention digital assets, it is a good idea to meet
with a planner for an update. Digital assets can include information stored on laptops,
tablets, hard drives, smart phones or online accounts. Additionally, it may also include
your email account, social media or blog.
Through Multiplication Network Ministries’ partnership with Barnabas Foundation, you
have direct access to trusted planning support from a Christian perspective. To learn
more, contact Steve Chittenden at 425-238-9018 or email
stevechittenden@comcast.net.
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